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Burned  Building  Owner  PoUce  RouSt  Squatters 
Delayed  Repairs 


by  Rob  Waters  and  Scott  Serdahely 

The  Tenderloin  apartment  building  that 
burned  up  in  late  February,  displacing  close 
to  300  tenants,  injuring  several  people  and 
causing  nearly  $1  million  damage,  had  been 
in  violation  of  a  number  of  building  and  fire 
codes  for  almost  one  year  at  the  time  of  the 
fire.  City  inspectors  had  cited  the  building  in 
March  of  1982  and  had  been  trying  unsuc- 
cessfully to  get  the  owners  to  make  improve- 
ments ever  since. 

"They  seemed  like  they  waited  until  the 
bitter  end,"  said  building  inspector  Achille 
Bertoncin.  referring  to  Thomas  and  Inez 
MulvihiU,  the  owners  fo  434  Leavenworth, 
the  green  and  white  building  known  as  the 
"Vietnamese  Embassy"  because  of  the 
large  number  of  Southeast  Asian  residents. 

Bertoncin  was  the  inspector  who  visited  the 
building  on  March  16  of  1982  to  make  a 
routine  inspection  as  part  of  the  Rehabilita- 
tion Assistance  Program  (RAP),  a  special 
code  enforcement  program  now  operating  in 
the  Tenderloin.  Bertoncin  cited  the  building 
for  more  than  20  code  violations  and  ordered 
the  owners  to: 

•  Fireproof  the  basement  and  boiler  room 
and  provide  a  fire  door  to  the  boiler  room. 

•  Provide  a  fire  sprinkler  system  in  the 
garbage  chute,  and  garbage  room. 

•  Provide  a  fire  sprinkler  system  in  the 
basement  storage  area  or  remove  the  stor- 
age that  accumulated  there. 

•  Install  approved  fire  doors  to  basement 
and  stair  enclosure. 

•  Provide  wet  standpipe  with  an  approved 
enclosure. 

•  Provide  an  approved  garbage  receptacle 
compartment. 

Much  of  the  work  ordered  by  Bertoncin  was 
fire-related  work  in  the  basement.  The 
basement  is  where  the  suspected  arson  ^ire 
began,  according  to  fire  investigators. 

Building  owner  Thomas  Mulvihill  told  the 
Times  that  work  was  in  progress  at  the  time 
of  the  fire.  He  says  that  workers  had  just 
completed  a  sheet-rocked  enclosure  for  the 
garbage  area  which  was  to  be  lined  with 
sheet  metal  the  week  of  the  fire.  He  said  he 
was  unaware  of  any  problems  or  requested 
changes  in  the  basement  sprinkler  system. 

'*We  were  doing  what  we  could  but  the 
building  didn't  generate  enough  money  to 
do  the  work.  We  spent  a  ton  of  money  in 
there,  but  the  building  had  a  negative  cash 
flow.  It's  great  for  someone  to  walk  in  and 
tell  you  what  to  do,  but  where's  the  money 
going  to  come  from?" 

The  fire,  which  began  around  3  am,  quicly 
went  5  alarms,  and  was  battled  for  hours  by 
continued  on  page  11 


Former  occupants  in  front  of 
is  "Irish,"  very  much  alive  a 
he  had  died  several  days  befo 
by  Rob  Waters 

San  Francisco  Police  have,  in  recent  months, 
intensified  enforcement  actions  aimed  a- 
gainst  homeless  people  staying  in  vacant 
buildings  and  sleeping  in  parks. 

On  March  21,  police  raided  a  South  of 
Market  warehouse  three  times  in  the  course' 
of  the  night,  arresting  or  citing  a  total  of  15 
people.  Several  of  those  arrested  charged 
that  the  police  used  unnecessary  force  and 
kicked  and  beat  one  man,  bruising  him  and 
smashing  his  glasses.  One  officer  on  the 
scene  claimed  that  he  had  not  witnessed  any 
beating. 

In  early  March,  following  on  the  heels  of  a 


their  ex-home.     Front  and  center 
Ithough  the  SF  Examiner  wrote  that 
re  the  police  raid. 

murder  in  Golden  Gou*  Pau-k  »<!  «  a<>riAa  of 
rapes  in  the  Haight  Ashbury  area,  police 
conducted  a  massive  midnight  sweep  of  the 
Park,  picking  up  and  detaining  more  than  50 
people  who  were  sleeping  there,  many  of 
whom  bore  no  resemblance  to  the  murder 
and  rape  suspects. 

And  in  February .  police  made  several  raids  on 
squatters  at  the  old  Polytechnic  High  School 
near  Kezar  Stadium  in  the  Haight  Ashbury, 
clearing  that  building  of  its  occupants. 

Among  those  arrested  at  the  warehouse, 
located  at  10th  &  Howard  Streets,  were  an 
Episcopal  priest  and  two  Franciscan  bro- 
thers. One  of  the  Franciscans,  Gary  Span- 
holtz,  says  that  he  and  several  others  were 
Continued  on  page  9 


City  Releases  TL  Zoning  Plan 


by  Erik  Schapiro 

After  two  years  of  study,  the  San  Francisco 
Plarming  Department  has  finally  completed 
its  plan  for  how  the  Tenderloin  area  should 
be  rezoned.  The  planners'  recommenda- 
tions, contained  in  a  complex  84-page 
report,  call  for  the  creation  of  a  North  of 
Market  "Mixed  Use  District"  (MUD)  with  a 
special  set  of  controls  on  development  and 
building  heights.  The  controls  it  would 
impose  are  generally  more  favorable  to 
developers  than  the  temporary  controls  that 
have  been  in  effect  for  the  last  two  years,  but 
are  stronger  than  the  permanent  zoning  that 
existed  prior  to  that  time. 

The  rezoning  plan  must  be  approved  by  the 
City's  Planning  Commission,  which  will  hold 
public  hearings  on  the  matter,  probably  in 
middle  or  late  May.  The  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  will  hold  a  special  com- 
munity meeting  on  the  rezoning  plan  on 
Saturday,  April  23  at  11:00  am  at  the  YMCA. 
220  Golden  Gate. 

The  City  study  recommends  that  a  portion  of 
continued  on  page  4 


Ramada  Inn,  now  under  construction, 
could  not  be  built  under  new  zoning. 
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by  Ellie  Cousineau,  R.N. 

Q.  /  found  an  old  bottle  of  nitroglycerine  in 
my  drawer.  About  half  of  the  pills  are  left 
and  they  look  OK.  Are  they  safe  to  use? 
A.  When  you  place  the  nitroglycerine  tab 
under  your  tongue,  it  should  produce  a 
burning-tingiing  sensation  or  make  your 
face  flush.  But  people  who  have  taken  this 
medication  for  a  long  time  often  become 
insensitive  to  these  sensations.  It's  the  best 
policy  to  throw  out  any  medication  you 
rediscover  in  your  home  or  purse  when  these 
medications  are  not  in  their  original  pre- 
scription bottles  and  their  expiration  date  is 
unknown.  Nitroglycerine  tablets  are  very 
sensitive  to  Ught.  air  and  moisture,  so  keep 
them  in  the  dark  amber  bottle  they  come  in, 
tightly  capped.  Even  when  kept  in  their 
original  bottle,  nitroglycerine  tablets  can 
deteriorate  quickly  because  of  the  constant 
opening  and  closing  of  their  container.  A 
pharmacist  consultant  suggests  you  renew 
your  supply  of  nitroglycerine  every  4  to  6 
months  and  discard  the  old  bottle  and  pills. 
Q.  /  was  put  on  Digoxin  a  few  years  ago  by 
my  doctor  in  Michigan.  When  I  moved  to 
California  recently  and  got  a  physical  exam, 
the  young  doctor  took  me  off  the  digoxin  and 
told  me  I  only  needed  a  water-pill.  Frankly, 
do  you  think  she  knows  what  she's  doing? 


A.  Persons  with  mild  heart  failure  may  be 
taking  digoxin  without  actually  benefitting 
from  it.  Your  doctor  would  determine  this 
by.  among  other  things,  checking  the  level 
of  digoxin  in  your  blood  after  you've  taken 
the  drug  for  some  time.  Often  a  diuretic 
(water-pill)  alone  can  help  relieve  heart-fail- 
ure symptoms.  But  you  should  NEVER  dis- 
continue on  your  own,  a  medication  pre- 
scribed for  your  heart.  Lastly,  a  word  in 
defense  of  "young  doctors";  most  of  them 
have  not  yet  acquired  "professional  ennui," 
they  take  their  work— you  — quite  seriously. 
Consider  yourself  lucky! 

Q.  My  doctor  has  me  on  Quinidine  to  make 
my  heart  beat  at  a  more  normal  rhythm.  All  I 
know  is  it  gives  me  diarrhea!  What  can  I  do? 

A.  Have  you  let  your  MD  know?  Gastro- 
intestinal upset  is  a  common,  but  potentially 
dangerous,  side-effect  of  Quinidine— too 
much  diarrhea  or  vomitting  can  upset  your 
electolyte  balance,  and  that  can  affect  your 
heartbeat  rhythm.  It's  important  to  let  your 
doctor  know  how  much  diarrhea  you're 
having  and  how  often.  Quinidine  Sulfate 
seems  to  cause  the  most  diarrhea  suffering. 
A  different  form,  Quinidine  gluconate,  is 
associated  with  fewer  side-effects  but  is  far 
more  expensive  and  is  not  covered  by 
Medi-Cal.  My  pharmacist  consultant  says 
not  to  use  Kaopectate  or  other  over-the- 
counter  remedies  when  "Quinidine's  re- 
venge" ■  strikes.  He  cautions  that  you  need  to 
check  with  your  doctor  regarding  the  advis- 
ability of  taking  any  kind  of  anti-diarrhea 
medication  or  antacid  since  the  sodium 
levels  in  those  could  be  bad  for  your  heart 
and  they  could  delay  or  prevent  absorbtion 
of  medications.  If  you  absolutely  can't 
tolerate  Quinidine,  your  MD  will  probably 
switch  you  to  a  second  choice  medication. 

Special  thanks  to  consultant  bill  Wong, 
pharmacist  at  Alexander  Hamilton  Phar- 
macy, 596  O'Farrell. 


Convention  to  Launch 
*SF  Plan' 

With  more  and  more  neighborhoods 
throughout  San  Francisco  feeling  pressure 
from  unplanned  and  uncontrolled  growth 
and  development,  a  group  of  people  from 
over  60  community  organizations  have  come 
together  to  launch  a  "San  Francisco  Plan"  — 
a  planning  process  that  benefits,  rather  than 
destroys,  the  City's  diverse  neighborhoods. 

They  will  sponsor  a  convention  on  April  30  to 
kick  off  a  campaign  to  place  an  initiative  on 
the  November  ballot.  The  initiative  would  be 
aimed  at  putting  some  controls  on  downtown 
office  development  and  at  getting  new  and 
affordable  housing  built— by  requiring  office 
developers  to  construct  it. 


The  Coalition's  Erik  Schapiro,  who  has  been 
helping  to  draw  up  the  plan  that  would  be 
placed  on  the  ballot,  sees  the  effort  as  very 
important  to  the  future  of  a  neighborhood 
like  the  Tenderloin. 

"We  in  the  Tenderloin  are  constantly 
fighting  individual  battles  against  big  devel- 
opers, as  are  other  neighborhoods,"  says 
Schapiro.  "And  when  it's  one  small  neigh- 
borhood against  a  big  developer,  the  devel- 
oper usually  wins.  What  we're  rejiUzing  is 
that  the  only  way  we  can  have  any  success  in 
slowing  down  and  getting  some  control  over 
the  kind  of  development  that  happens  in  this 
town,  is  if  we  band  together  and  look  at  the 
big  picture." 

The  convention  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
April  30  from  1  to  4  pm  at  the  Telegraph  HiU 
Neighborhood  House  660  Lombard  Street. 
All  interested  people  are  encouraged  to 
attend.  For  more  information,  call  863-5498. 


To  the  Editor, 

One  of  the  primary  concerns  facing  Tenderloin 
residents— indeed  all  San  Franciscans— is  af- 
fordable, decent  housing.  Much  of  the  space  in 
this  newspaper  and  a  lot  of  political  energy 
within  our  community  attest  to  that  concern. 

I  firmly  believe  that  those  of  us  interested  in 
seeing  to  it  that  this  city  fulfills  its  responsibili- 
ties in  providing  affordable,  decent  housing  for 
all  of  its  citizens  should  take  a  long,  hard  look  at 
the  upcoming  April  26  recall  election. 

Reviewing  Feinstein's  record  makes  it  abun- 
dantly clear,  I  believe,  that  the  mayor  whole- 
heartedly   supports    uncontrolled,  downtown 


highrise  expansion  with  its  accompanying  devas- 
tating impact  on  the  North-  and  South -of- Market 
neighborhoods.  The  mayor's  policies  result  in 
the  Manhattanization  of  San  Francisco,  addi- 
tional pressures  on  an  overburdened  rental 
housing  market,  and  weakened  rent  control. 
Furthermore,  these  same  policies  throw  into 
considerable  doubt  the  continued  existence  of  a 
viable  Tenderloin  for  most  of  its  financially  mar- 
ginal residents. 

Reflecting  on  these  trends,  we  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  far  from  helping  the  homeless 
this  year,  Feinstein  is  instead,  producing  more  of 
them.  Setting  up  shelters  is  her  idea  of  a  hal-way 
house  for  those  citizens  she  intends  to  push  out 


of  the  city  altogether.  Then  San  Francisco  will 
truly  conform  to  her  vision  of  a  corporate  head- 
quarters city  servicing  the  needs  of  its  upper- 
middle-class,  white  clientle. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  Tenderloin  voters  will 
determine  their  true  interests  and  then  choose  to 
act  on  them  April  26  by  voting  to  recall  Mayor 
Feinstein  and  her  policies.  This  will  be  the  only 
way  I  fear  that  we  will  be  successful  in  opening 
up  the  political  process  and  thereby  setting  the 
stage  for  a  neighborhoods'  triumph  in  Novem- 
ber. 

Sincerely, 

John  Mehring 
O'Farrell  Street 
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City  Moves  to  Close  Shelters 


by  Rob  Waters 

San  Francisco  officials  are  moving  to  close 
the  selters  they  have  been  funding  for  the 
past  several  months,  shelters  that  have  been 
providing  space  out  of  the  elements  for  some 
1200  people.  In  their  place,  the  City  pro- 
poses that  most  of  those  now  using  the 
shelters  be  moved  on  to  the  General 
Assistance  welfare  program  and  the  rest  be 
served  in  dormitory  facilities  by  private 
agencies  such  as  the  Salvation  Army  and  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul. 

Initial  news  of  the  plan,  which  is  still  being 
developed  at  press  time,  touched  off  contro- 
versy with  service  providers  and  advocates 
for  the  homeless  who  view  the  plan  as  a 
reduction  of  services,  and  who  question  the 
plan's  assumption  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  be  able  to  get  on,  and  stay  on, 
General  Assistance. 

"Most  of  these  people  will  be  off  GA  within 
two  months."  said  Earl  Gihnan,  a  city  social 
worker  assigned  to  the  General  Assistance 
program  "If  the  requirements  are  enforced, 
there  will  be  lots  of  cutoffs.  It's  a  revolving 
door  over  here." 

"The  problems  in  the  General  Assistance 
program  have  been  one  of  the  reasons 
people  in  San  Francisco  are  homeless,"  said 
Sara  Colm  of  the  Central  City  Shelter 
Network.  "The  system  is  so  regressive,  so 
onerous  and  so  arbitrary  that  many  people 
can't  get  on  or  if  they  do,  they  get  cut  off. 
Then  they  end  up  on  the  street." 

The  problems  with  GA  have  prompted  a 
lawsuit  over  the  program's  operation,  which 
has  been  pending  for  over  three  years.  The 
suit,  filed  by  the  San  Francisco  Lawyers 
Committee  for  Urban  Affairs  and  other 
public  interest  attorneys,  challenges  the 
procedures  used  in  running  the  program. 

"The  system  establishes  obstacles  that  tend 
to  have  the  effect  of  preventing  people  from 
getting  on  or  continuing  assistance,"  says 
Mark  Aaronson  of  the  Lawyer's  Committee. 

Aaronson  says  it  frequently  takes  up  to  three 
weeks  for  a  GA  applicant  to  even  get  an 
appointment  to  see  an  intake  worker.  During 
those  three  weeks,  the  person  gets  no 
assistance.  Once  on,  recipients  must  show 
that  they  have  been  5  job  searches  a  week 
with  employers  that  are  currently  hiring  and 
work  one  day  a  week  for  the  City,  sweeping 
streets  or  performing  other  tasks.  The  aid 
level  is  $248  per  month  plus  about  $60  a 
month  in  food  stamps. 

Garth  Ferguson  has  spent  most  of  the  last 
year  volunteering  at  Hospitality  House 
where  he  counseled  people  on  how  to  apply 
for,  and  receive  General  Assistance,  food 
stamps  or  Social  Security  disability.  He  says 
that  he's  talked  to  dozens  of  people  who  are 
on  the  streets  because  they  couldn't  get 
through  the  assistance  maze. 

"I  see  people  all  the  time  that  get  kicked  off 
GA  because  they  can't  meet  the  job  search 
requirement  or  they  just  can't  deal  with  the 
system.  Once  they're  cut  off,  they  end  up  on 
the  street  because  they  have  nowhere  else  to 
go." 

Most  social  workers  and  homeless  people 
themselves  agree  that  for  those  people  who 
can  get  on,  General  Assistance  is  a  better 
option  than  staying  in  a  shelter;  with  cash  in 
their  pockets,  people  have  independence 


and  can  run  their  own  lives.  But,  they  say. 
many  people  will  not  get  on. 


"My  concern  is  that  the  plan  does  not  seem 
to  adequately  provide  for  those  who  will  fall 
through  the  public  assistance  net,"  says 
Dick  Park  of  Traveler's  Aid  Society  and  the 
Shelter  Network. 

The  City's  proposal  to  place  those  who  can 
not  get  on  assistance  into  existing  dorms  is 
in  conflict  with  proposals  from  the  Central 
City  Shelter  Network,  which  has  called  for 

the  use  of  hotel  rooms  for  those  who  can't 
get  welfare.  Network  members  also  question 
whether  there  are  enough  existing  dorm 
spaces  to  meet  the  need. 

After  word  of  the  plan  leaked  out,  prompting 
some  criticism  that  was  reported  in  the 
press.  Mayor  Feinstein  issued  a  statement 
repeating  the  City's  "commitment  to  shelter 
the  City's  homeless." 

The  announcement  acknowledged  that 
funding  for  the  program  would  run  out  by 
the  end  of  April,  necessitating  a  "fresh 
look"  at  the  program.  But,  the  Mayor  said, 
"no  decision  has  been  made  and  no  new 
plans  approved  to  chsmge  our  shelter  pro- 
gram." 

That  was  probably  news  to  the  people 
staying  at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
shelter,  who  were  informed  in  mid-March 
that  the  shelter  would  close  in  the  near 
future  because,  of  changes  in  the  City's 
program. 

Meanwhile,  the  currently  operating  shelter 
system  continues  to  be  overcrowded  and 
unable  to  handle  all  those  who  seek  shelter. 
The  shelter  at  Grace  Cathedral  on  Nob  Hill, 
which  has  space  for  some  150  people,  had  to 
turn  away  an  average  of  50  people  a  night 
during  the  final  week  of  March,  according  to 
Reverend  Bill  Barcus,  who  runs  the  church's 
shelter  program. 

"Some  of  those  folks  may  have  gotten  in  to 
other  shelters,"  Barcus  said.  "But  others.  I 
fear,  ended  up  back  on  the  streets  because 
they  had  no  other  place  to  go." 

Referral  workers  at  Hospitality  House, 
which  issues  vouchers  for  other  shelters, 
report  that  they  too  have  been  turning 
people  away,  primarily  women  with  children 
and  families. 


Editorial 


As  the  accompanying  article  reveals,  the 
City  seems  to  be  moving  in  the  direction  of 
ending  its  financial  support  for  the  shelters 
for  the  homeless  that  have  been  in  operation 
for  the  past  few  months.  The  City's  plan  to 
suddenly  and  massively  move  the  vast 
majority  of  those  people  using  the  shelters 
onto  public  assistance  is  unreal. 

The  General  Assistance  program  has  serious 
deficiencies,  the  worst  of  which  is  the 
obstacle  course  it  sets  up  for  those  who  seek 
it.  Many  people  in  San  Francisco  are  home- 
less precisely  because  the  General  Assis- 
tance program  is  so  inaccesible  and  so  hard 
to  get  on. 

Both  service  providers  and  General  Assis- 
tance workers  themselves  see  the  latest  plan 
as  a  backwards  step  which  will  perhaps  get 
people  on  assistance  temporarily,  but  leave 
them  soon  enough  back  where  they  started 
—  on  the  streets. 

The  City  must  do  better;  it  must  live  up  to  its 
commitment  to  provide  humane  and  decent 
shelter  for  those  who  need  it.  In  a  City  with 
the  resources  and  wealth,  not  to  mention  the 
budget  surplus,  of  San  Francisco,  anything 
less  would  be  wrong. 

Let  the  Mayor  and  the  City  know  that  you 
believe  that  the  homeless  must  be  ade- 
quately and  humanely  sheltered  through  a 
solid  program  that  recognizes  the  dignity  of 
all  people.  Return  the  enclosed  coupon, 
addressed  to  Mayor  Feinstein,  to  the  "Ten- 

dcrluin  Xluiea,  (J/ u  nu3pli.tilit>j    Hv^m'jv.,    » -»o 

Leavenworth,  San  Francisco,  94102.  Mail  it 
in  or  drop  it  off.  We  will  forward  it  to  the 
Mayor. 

 1 

Mayor  Feinstein,  | 

I  believe  that  decent  and  humane  shelter  { 

is  a  basic  right  of  all  people  and  that  San  | 

Francisco  has  an  obligation  to  provide  \ 

nothing  less.  I  urge  you  to  put  your  full  \ 

support  behind  honoring  the  \ 

committment  you  made  last  winter  to  | 

provide  shelter  for  all  jvho  need  it.  | 

Sincerely,  j 


name 


I    address  | 

j  San  Francisco  \ 
j  zip  code  j 

I  J 

People's  Sing-Along 

Everyone  is  invited  to  a  sing-along  night 
at  Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenworth, 
on  Tuesday,  April  12.  from  6:30  to  8:30 
p.m. 

We'll  be  singing  those  songs  we  all 
know,  especially  songs  of  struggle  and 
freedom,  and  folk  songs. 

Bring  your  harmonica,  congas,  banjo  or 
guitar,  and  let's  make  some  music 
together. 

For  more  information  call  Doug  Norman 
at  474-2164  or  stop  by  and  see  him  at  295 
Eddy  Street  between  9  and  5. 
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Here  Comes  the  Prez— Sarah  Kearney 


The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
elected  a  new  batch  of  officers  last  month. 
Elected  were:  Poul  Anderson,  Treasurer; 
Claudia  Viek,  Secretary;  Don  Feeser,  Vice- 
President;  and  Sarah  Kearney,  President. 
Following  is  an  interview  with  Sarah 
Kearney. 

Q.    When  did  you  move  to  the  Tenderloin? 

A.    I  moved  to  the  Tenderloin  in  1977  and 
this  is  where  I  came,  right  the  Cadillac. 

Q.    How  was  the  Cadillac  back  then? 

A .    Well ,  when  I  came  here  it  was  a  half- 
empty  hotel.  It  had  about  45  rooms  rented. 
That  was  just  about  how  many  people  lived 
here.  Quite  a  few  rooms  were  destroyed  and 
had  to  be  rehabilitated.  The  lobby  was  black 
and  gold  and  red,  it  looked  like  a  broken 
down  bordello.  The  elevator  was  out  of 
sight,  it  was  the  1st  elevator  I  ever  saw  you 
had  to  have  a  key  to  go  up  in.  to  protect  the 
tenants.  That  was  because  people  would  run 
in  from  the  streets  and  hold  the  people  up. 
Q.    How  did  you  get  involved  in  community 
work? 

A.  1  started  out  in  New  York  in  the  Sixties 
doing  block  community  work  with  Annie 
Laurie  Chestnut. 

Q.    What  did  you  do  as  a  block  community 
worker  in  N.  Y.  ? 

A.    My  greatest  participation  was  just 
being  a  member  in  my  building,  as  a  tenant 


continued  from  page  1 

T\^t'9  commercial  zoning  be 
changed  to  residential,  and  it  establishes 
a  series  of  extremely  complex  guidelines 
which  will  affect  different  types  of  develop- 
ment in  a  variety  of  ways; 

•  All  types  of  residential  development  (con- 
dos,  apartments,  etc.)  up  to  8  stories  (80 
feet)  with  ground  floor  conmiercial  space, 
would  be  automatically  approved  by  the 
City.  For  example,  if  a  developer  wanted  to 
build  an  8-story  luxury  condominium  com- 
plex, he  would  receive  automatic  City 
approval  on  the  basic  proposal. 

•  Residential  development  above  8  stories 
up  to  13  stories  (130  feet)  could  be  built  if  the 
developer  provided  low  and  moderate  in- 
come housing  according  to  a  City  formula 
based  on  the  value  of  that  portion  of  the 
development  which  was  over  80  feet. 

•  Office  development  up  to  5  floors  could  be 
built  if  the  developer  provided  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  either  on-site 
(above  the  offices)  or  elsewhere  in  the 
Tenderloin,  according  to  a  City  formula 
based  on  the  value  of  that  portion  of  the 
office  development  which  was  above  the 
ground  floor.  Planning  Conunission  hear- 
ings and  approval  would  be  required. 

•  Office  development  of  up  to  13  stories 
could  be  built,  if  the  developer  included 
open  space  as  part  of  the  project,  and 
provided  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
based  on  the  formula  above.  Planning 
Commission  beamings  and  approval  would 
be  required. 

•  New  developments  would  be  required  to 
minimize  shading  on  Tenderloin  Streets. 

•  If  a  developer  plans  to  demolish  any 
housing  in  the  Tenderloin  as  part  of  a 
development,  he  must  build  or  rehabilitate 
the  same  type  of  housing,  with  the  same  rent 


group— we'd  bring  out  complaints  to  the 
landlord  and  we'd  help  him  to  work  on  them, 
press  him  to  do  things.  We'd  work  with  the 
building  superintendent.  When  you  live  in 
New  York  you  live  in  tenements.  All  kinds  of 
people  live  in  tenements,  so  you  work  with 
each  and  every  one  to  make  the  building 
better.  You  make  sure  the  building  is 


level,  in  the  Tenderloin. 

•  New  tourist  hotel  construction  would  be 
prohibited. 

The  City  also  recommends  that: 

•  A  7-block  area  between  Van  Ness,  Polk, 
Post  and  Turk  Streets  be  commercially 
zoned,  directly  conflicting  with  NOMPC's 
proposal  to  include  the  entire  North  of 
Market  area  up  to  Van  Ness  Avenue.  This 
threatens  hundreds  of  low-income  units  in 
this  region  of  the  Tenderloin. 

•  Height  limits  be  set  at  160  and  320  feet  (16 
and  32  stories)  for  the  block  bounded  by 
Eddy,  Ellis,  Taylor  and  Mason  Streets,  the 
site  of  the  proposed  "Union  Square  West" 
high-rise  office/hotel/condo/retail  complex 
proposed  by  developer  Les  Jacobs.  This  is 
the  only  block  so  zoned  in  the  study  area, 
prompting  some  criticism  that  the  City  was 
specially  zoning  the  block  to  accommodate 
the  development. 

•  Some  areas  bordering  Golden  Gate 
Avenue  between  Jones  and  Larkin  Street  not 
be  included  in  the  residential  zone.  This 
could  signal  a  go-ahead  for  intensive  com- 
mercial development  in  that  area. 

The  City's  North  of  Market  Rezoning  pro- 
posal is  now  available  for  citizen  review.  The 
City  Planning  Commission  plans  to  hold  a 
series  of  public  hearings  in  late  April. 

In  the  coming  weeks,  intense  community  in- 
volvement will  help  influence  the  final 
rezoning  plan  adopted  by  the  City.  Become 
familiar  with  the  City's  proposal  for  your 
neighborhood.  Drop  by  the  Coalition  office 
at  295  Eddy  St.  and  pick-up  your  own  copy  of 
the  City's  rezoning  plan.  Feel  free  to  come  to 
NOMPC's  regular  zoning  committee  meet- 
ings on  Tuesday  at  10:00  am  at  NOMPC's 


cleaner.  You  get  better  lighting  for  safety. 

Q .  What  are  your  plans  as  President  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition? 

A.    You  mean,  what  are  the  plans  of 
North  of  Market  'cause  as  President  I  am 
there  really  only  to  carry  out  the  plEms  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition. 

Q.    Well,  then,  what  are  the  plans  of  the 
Coalition? 

A.    We'd  like  to  see  the  homeless  settled. 
We  don't  want  to  see  any  more  highrise 
buildings  in  the  Tenderloin.  I  think  we 
should  keep  the  highrises  down,  if  you  don't 
watch  out  you're  not  going  to  have  any 
space.  Rezoning  is  an  issue  we're  really 
going  to  work  on  to  get  it  settled.  I  would  like 
to  see  a  change  in  the  type  of  shops  we  have 
in  the  neighborhood,  getting  rid  of  some  of 
these  porno  shops  and  that  will  move  the 
traffic.  I  think  that  would  help,  street  comer 
traffic  I'm  talking  about.  The  issue's  now  are 
rezoning,  the  homeless,  and  a  Tenderloin 
Credit  Union,  this  is  something  we  have  to 
look  into  more,  will  have  to  do  a  lot  of 
researching  into.  Another  thing  is  park 
security,  when  our  park  opens.  I  would  like 
to  see  more  Asian  and  senior  involved  in  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition.  We've 
been  trying  to  do  that. 

Q.     What  have  you  learned  from  working 
with  the  Seniors? 

A.    I've  learned  a  whole  lot  of  things.  I've 

Questions  About  Zoning 

WHAT  IS  ZONING? 

Zoning  is  the  way  cities  control  what  can  be 
built  in  various  areas  (zones)  of  a  city. 
Nearly  all  major  cities  have  zoning  codes, 
which  came  into  use  in  the  early  20th 
century,  as  a  way  of  controlling  and  planning 
growth  and  development. 

Zoning  determines  what  kind  of  develop- 
ment —  residential,  commercial,  industrial, 
etc.  —  can  occur  and  where  it  can  occur.  For 
example,  housing  cannot  be  built  in  down- 
town areas  that  are  zoned  for  office  use  only 
and  offices  cannot  be  built  in  areas  that  are 
zoned  solely  for  residential  use. 

Zoning  also  determines  the  maximum  ^ight 
and  bulk  of  proposed  construction. 

HOW  CAN  ZONING  AFFECT  A  NEIGH- 
BORHOOD OR  CITY? 

Because  zoning  tells  developers  what  they 
can  or  cannot  build,  it  has  a  great  impact  on 
the  character  of  a  neighborhood  and  the 
Lives  of  its  residents.  The  kind  of  buildings 
(housing,  offices,  or  factories)  that  currently 
exist,  or  are  permitted  to  be  built  in  the 
future,  affect  the  value  of  land  and  real 
estate,  which  determines  residential  and 
commecial  rents. 

WHY  IS  TENDERLOIN  RE  ZONING  IM- 
PORTANT? 

The  way  in  which  the  Tenderloin  is  zoned 
will  affect  the  neighborhood  for  years  to 
come.  If  intensive  commercial  development 
is  allowed  in  the  Tenderloin  it  would  likely 
have  the  effect  of  pushing  up  land  values 
and  displacing  low-income  tenants.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  commercial  development  is 
restricted,  the  existing  low-income  residen- 
tial character  of  the  neighborhood  could  be 
retained. 
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Public  Housing 

Tenants  Protest 
Conditions 

1,  2,  3,  We  *re  angry,  baby 

1,  2,  3.  Rats  and  Roaches,  baby 

1.  2,  3,  Call  the  Mayor,  baby 

Tenants  of  the  Bernal  Dwelling  public 
housing  project  and  their  supporters,  fed  up 
with  the  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority's 
procrastination  on  making  repairs,  marched, 
chanted  and  picketed  outside  the  Bernal 
Heights  building  last  month. 

"We  are  sick  and  tired  of  our  city  officials' 
insensitivity  towards  our  pUght."  said  Law- 
rence Baisley,  the  President  of  the  newly- 
formed  Bernal  Dwellings  Tenants  Associa- 
tion. 

Baisley  says  that  80%  of  the  apartments  in 
the  208-unit  Bernal  complex  are  sub-stan- 
dard and  in  need  of  repair.  Calls  for 
maintenance,  he  says,  "go  unanswered"  by 
the  Housing  Authority. 

Volenda  Raynor  who  has  "been  living  here 
since  '75  and  complaining  ever  since  '76," 
invited  protestors  and  reporters  into  her 
apartment  where  her  son,  18-year-old 
Ronald,  pointed  out  some  of  the  problems. 
"The  walls  are  cracked  in  my  room,  the 
living  room  walls  are  cracked,  the  bathroom 
walls  are  cracked.  There's  a  big  hole  in  the 
wail  in  the  kitchen,"  said  the  younger 
Raynor. 

He  added  that  the  walls  and  roof  leak,  the 
toilet  always  runs  and  the  fire  escape  won't 
open.  "They  ain't  doing  a  good  enough  job. 
We're  paying  rent  and  they  don't  maintain 
it." 

The  Raynors'  neighbor,  6-year  resident 
Patsy  Taylor,  concurred  with  Raynor 's  eval- 
uation of  the  management's  services.  "Our 
fire  escape  doesn't  work  and  our  ceiling  is 
coming  in.  You're  supposed  to  complain  to 
the  manager  who's  sick  all  the  time. 
Everything  just  goes  on  and  they  keep 
raising  your  rent." 

Standing  off  to  the  side  of  the  30  or  so 


Tenants  Fight  Conversion 

by  Erik  Schapiro 

"Homes  Not  Offices"  say  the  hand-drawn 
posters  in  the  windows  of  350  Gough  Street, 
an  average  looking  building  at  the  corner  of 
Hayes  and  Gough.  The  posters  refer  to  the 
efforts  by  the  building's  owner.  Jay  Begun, 
to  convert  the  building  from  housing  to 
office  space,  displacing  the  tenants  of  the 
25 -unit  building. 

Tenants  of  the  building  are  opposing  the 
conversion  but  are  afraid  that,  given  the 
city's  track  record,  they  may  be  unsuccess- 
ful. "We  would  like  to  stop  this  project," 
says  tenant  Bob  Gross,  "but  we  are  organ- 
izing to  try  and  protect  ourselves  if  it  goes 
through.  If  we  are  forced  to  leave  without  a 
settlement,  no  one  will  be  able  to  afford  the 
outrageous  cost  of  moving." 
Begun  has  offered  the  tenants  approxi- 
mately $2,000  per  unit  total  moving  and 
relocation  expenses.  "This  doesn't  address 
rent  differential,"  says  Gross,  "which  is 
especially  severe  for  some  long-term,  el- 
derly tenants  who  pay  as  little  as  $250  a 
month  and  will  not  be  able  to  find  a  place 
anywhere  near  this  price  range."  Moving 
expenses  alone  could  use  up  a  significant 
portion  of  this  money. 

Begun  has  modified  his  plans  slightly  from 
his  original  intention  of  converting  all  units 
to  offices  and  now  wants  to  leave  a  limited 


number  of  completely  rehabilitated  apart- 
ments. 

Bob  Passmore  of  the  City's  Planning  De- 
partment told  the  Times  that  "the  City 
would  prefer  that  nobody  convert  housing  to 
offices"  but  it  appears  unlikely  that  the  City 
will  take  a  strong  stand  on  the  conversion. 

The  Planning  Commission  will  hold  a  pubUc 
hearing  on  the  350  Gough  conversion  plan 
on  Thursday,  april  21  at  5:00  pm  in  room  282 
of  City  Hall.  The  tenants  are  requesting  that 
concerned  people  show  up  to  support  them. 


picketers  were  Jim  Williams  and  Henry 
Jefferson  of  the  Housing  Authority's  staff. 
They  defended  the  Authority's  maintenance 
record  and  dismissed  the  picket  action, 
saying  that  most  of  the  picketers  were  not 
"bona-fide  public  housing  tenants." 

"I  don't   think   we'r©    unresponsive,"  said 

Williams,  the  director  of  family  and  com- 
munity services  and  brother  to  the  Author- 
ity's Executive  Director,  Carl  Williams. 
"Not  if  you  look  at  the  age  of  the  housing 
stock  and  the  number  of  units  and  how  the 
craft  personnel  is  spread  out." 

Jefferson ,  the  site  manager,  said  that 
repairs  are  made  "as  soon  as  humanly 
possible,"  the  same  manner  in  which  he 
said  vacancies  were  dealt  with.  He  said 
there  were  25  vacant  units  in  the  complex 


and  all  were  under  contract  for  repair. 

But  Carol  Walker,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Bernal  Tenants'  Association,  said  she  knew 
herself  of  at  least  39  empty  units  "and 
there's  a  lot  more  than  that." 

Tho  toncuito    -Of.  01.^^     ..m  — 

pressure  until  they  get  action  and  will  start 
to  coordinate  with  other  pubhc  housing 
tenants'  groups.  LaWarma  Potts,  President 
of  the  Potrero  Hill  tenants  and  board 
member  of  the  city-wide  Public  Housing 
Tenants'  Association,  says  that  their  goal  is 
to  organize  ""each  public  housing  site  in  San 
Francisco." 

"There's  22.000  people  in  public  housing. 
United  and  working  together,  that's  a  lot  of 
power. " 


TL  Forum  on  Nicaragua 

by  BiU  Hallerman 

The  Tenderloin's  St.  Boniface  Church  was 
the  site  of  a  slide  show  and  presentation  on 
Nicaragua  on  the  night  of  March  23rd, 
sponsored  by  the  Theological  Reflection 
Center  which  is  located  there.  Sister  Bea- 
trice Zaragoza,  a  Catholic  missioner  who  has 
lived  and  worked  in  Nicaragua  for  17  years, 
spoke  of  her  experience  in  Nicaragua,  and 
reflected  on  the  current  political  situation 
and  United  States  involvement  there. 

Her  slide  show  focused  on  the  people  and 
communities  of  Nicaragua,  especially  the 
ways  in  which  people  are  working  together 
on  issues  like  health,  housing  and  education. 
As  Sister  Beatrice  worked  in  Nicaragua  both 
before  and  after  the  Sandinista  revolution  of 
1979.  she  explained  some  of  the  changes 
which  the  revolution  has  brought.  She  spoke 
of  how  the  new  govenmient  is  providing 
more  housing  and  health  care,  as  well  as 
improving  education  and  day-care  facilities. 

Expressing  her  concern  over  U.S.  press 
coverage  which  often  depicts  Nicaragua  as  a 
Soviet  and  Cuban  puppet.  Sr.  Beatrice 
maintained  that '  'the  Nicaraguan  people  and 
their  government  are  not  Russian  commun- 


ists, but  a  new  creation  which  opts  for  the 
poor,  for  peace,  for  justice."  In  fact,  the 
majority  of  the  Nicaraguan  people,  espe- 
cially the  poor,  supported  the  revolution  and 
continue  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Sandinista 
government. 

Sister  Beatrice  spoke  with  concern  over  the 
current  situation  in  Nicaragua,  specifically 
about  the  growing  threat  of  a  counter 
revolution  by  right-wing  troops  concentrated 
along  the  Honduran  border.  The  United 
States  seems  to  be  supporting  this  counter- 
revolution, as  seen  by  the  millions  of  U.S. 
dollars  which  are  sent  to  Honduras  in  the 
form  of  military  aid.  A  November  Newsweek 
article  also  revealed  that  President  Reagan 
authorized  $19  million  dollars  for  covert 
action  against  Nicaragua,  an  action  which 
suggests  that  the  United  States  is  unwilling 
to  allow  Nicaragua  to  choose  its  own 
destiny. 

While  the  U.S.  gives  financial  and  military 
support  to  right-wing  efforts  to  overthrow  or 
destabilize  the  legitimate  Nicaraguan 
government,  they  are  also  continuing  to 
support  the  brutal  dictatorship  in  El  Sal- 
vador. Congress  is  now  debating  several 
appropriations  bills  for  military  and  security 
assistance  to  the  dictatorships  in  El  Salva- 


dor, Guatemala  and  Honduras. 

Congress  is  also  debating  a  bill,  HR  1873 
introduced  by  Rep.  Michael  Barnes  that 
would  prohibit  the  release  of  funds  that 
"would  have  the  effect  of  supporting  mili- 
tary or  para-military  operations  against 
Nicaragua  by  any  nation,  group  or  indivi- 
dual." 

People  who  are  concerned  about  U.S. 
involvement  in  Central  America  can  send 
letters  to  California  Senators  Alan  Cranston 
and  Pete  Wilson  in  support  of  the  Barnes 
amendment  and  against  any  aid  to  the 
governments  of  El  Salvador,  Guatemala  or 
Honduras.  Also  write  to  Senator  Barry 
Gold  water,  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Sub- 
Committee  on  Intelligence.  Write  to  them  at 
the  Senate  Office  Building.  Washington,  DC 
20610. 

On  the  House  side,  send  letters  to  House 
Speaker  Tip  O'Neill  and  Rep.  Edward 
Boland,  the  Chair  of  the  House  Sub-Com- 
mittee on  Intelligence.  Write  to  them  at  the 
House  Office  Building,  Washington.  DC 
20515. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Nicaragua 
Inter-Faith  Committee  for  Action,  942  Mar- 
ket Street,  phone:  433-0657. 


Oh. 


miO'EJiS  Workshop 


Announcing:  A  Reading 

by  the  Tenderloin  Writers*  Worltshop 

Saturday,  April  16,  2pm 

at  Intersection 

756  Union  St. 

[between  Powell  &  Mason] 

$3  donation 


All  works  Copyright  ©  1983  by  the  authors. 


SWEET  POTATO 
[Childhood  Memories] 


A  sweet  potato  grows 
from  a  mayonnaise  jar 
in  the  kitchen  window 
of  my  childhood  home 
in  Cleveland. 

toother  put  it  there 
like  a  tomato 

in  the  process  of  ripening. 

Perhaps  it  was  wishful 

thinking  that  the  sweet  potato 

would  be  something  special 

like  an  African  violet 

or  brass-coated  baby  shoe 

collecting  dust 

in  a  Christian  home. 

At  five  years-old. 

with  a  peanut  butter  sandwich 

in  my  sticky  hands. 

I  am  bewitched 

by  all  this  green  thumb 

hocus  pocus. 

Day  after  day. 

I  watch  Mother  Nature 

going  to  work  in  stagnated  water 

in  a  lar  with  no  label: 

On  the  first  day 

there  are  no  roots. 

Abracadabra! 

Over  night  I  see  whiskers 

sprouting  from  jaws 

of  a  domesticated  sea  lion. 

Soon  it  looks  like  summer. 
Green  branches 
cascading  down 
like  Wandering  Jew, 
or  snakes  clinging 
from  the  hair  of  medusa. 


The  sweet  potato 

will  not  win  the  grand  prize 

in  horticulture. 

There's  too  much  competition 
from  rare  orchids 
flown  in  from  Hawaii, 
and  other  exotic  flowers 
from  lush  rain  forests 
in  jungles  of  New  Guinea, 

And  yet.  the  sweet  potato 

captures  the  flavor 

of  plain,  everyday  people 

just  like  my  people 

trying  to  make  it. 

and  in  a  small  way 

bring  beauty  into  Ihe  world. 

The  vegetable  has  more  leaves 
than  mama  has  money. 
But  what  do  I  care. 
I  know  a  richness, 
a  joy, 

watching  something  grow! 

And  this  little  sweet  potato 
means  more  to  me 
than  a  ttoer  lilv. 
or  bird  of  paradise, 
or  Venus  fly  trap 

This  house  plant 

is  a  humble  reminder 

of  the  deep  south 

where  my  family  lived 

and  were  baptised  in  a  river 

and  had  their  wedding  and  funerals 

right  in  the  house, 

And  a  flock  of  chickens  and  roosters 

strutting  in  the  backyard, 

before  my  relatives 

moved  up  north 

after  World  War  II 

when  the  sun  was  beginning  to  shine 

for  black  people. 

Roland  Forte 


SAY  WHAT 

When  one  hears 
"That's  the  bottom  line" 
it  merely  means 
that  will  do  —  just  fine. 

As  a  cow,  chewing  its  cud, 
utters,  from  this  turnip  no  blood. 

Thomas  F.  Hopkins 


The  Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop  meets 
every  Wednesday  at  7  PM  and  every  Saturday 
at  2PM  at  146  Leavenworth  St.  It  is  tree  and 
open  to  anyone. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  APOCALYPSE 

The  Giraffes  pace  the  fence.  Sunlight 
is  doing  the  laundry  today.  I  lick  my 
chocolate  ice  cream  cone.  The  baby 
girl  has  dribbled  chocolate  all  over 
her  shirt.  The  room  is  lined  with 
bathroom  stalls.  Three  women  expose 
their  breasts  as  the  motorcade  inches 
forward.  The  crowd  takes  them  in  a 
frenzy. 

We  were  farmers  in  Hillsdale  before 
the  turning  stopped. 

Then  we  were  burnt  to  cinders.  My 
skin  was  bubbling  and  crusty.  Insects 
had  honeycombed  channels  through 
my  bones.  The  doctors  worked  for  a 
billion  years  restoring  me.  A  lump  of 
tar  burning  and  sizzling  for  a  long 
time.  That's  all  I  was. 

But  I  am  more  now.  Now  I  can  enjoy 
the  cliff  at  land's  end! 


Hurray  for  Hollywood. 
Emily  Tigay  Cutler 


TADPOLE  SIMPSON 

Tadpole  Simpson  was  a  friend  of  mine 

Made  our  livin'  with  a  hook  &  a  line 

Raised  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee 

I  raised  Tad  &  he  raised  me 

Had  a  homemade  boat  all  coated  with  tar 

Drank  muskiedine  wine  in  a  mason  jar 

Had  a  trout  line  down  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek 

A  shack  by  the  river  that  didn't  leak 

I  said  now  Tadpole  Simpson  you're  a  lucky  man 
There's  a  lot  of  people  all  over  this  land 
Give  up  their  money  &  their  eight  hours  blues 
To  spend  one  day  walking  in  your  shoes 

The  river  gets  high  &  the  river  gets  low 

People  come  &  people  go 

I  got  a  job  on  the  Mississippi  line 

Used  to  pass  that  shack  from  time  to  time 

I'd  blow  the  whistle,  ole  Tad  would  wave  back 

Tad  was  content  in  his  riverbank  shack 

I  saw  the  world,  what  there  was  to  see 

Saw  all  the  pain  &  the  misery 

Dave  Scyoc 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT ANDSOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkin  at  Geary.  441-7737 


LENVIN  &  GESMER 
attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 

1242  Market  Street  (bet,  8th  and  9th) 
626-1242 


H-it*d  Pool 


RMtawant 


Cocktoi! 


CmVAN  LODfiB 

Omt  0/  The  Cilits  Most  BtsmlifiJ  Acns 
Color  TV,  AM,  PM  RadiM    Oowntwm  Crvic  C«nt«r  Location 
Tim  totl  Adwil  TV  M«vt«i  kn  Color 


»Ot  HAWSS 


601  CDOY  AT  lAHClN 
Sea  hcM^  *4I09 
(411)  77«-tM0 


and  the  lighter  were  lit,  and 
lean  on,  inseption.  three 
lovers  and  they've,  me.  a  mountible 

fogging  of,  easy  yellow,  rounding 
glasses,  silent  and  fast  night,  as 
words  are 
arguable  in,  chess, 
invitations,  clay  colyapy  cards 
shut  lights  as,  qubed 
as  teeth,  jobs  and  pleasures  long  chases. 

are  winsome  yearnings 
sent  out  on  rationte  days,  tight 
dry,  timeable  patterns, 
cartoons  of  the 
illiad.  water  colored  drapes,  centuries 
out  from  death,  heats  blanket,  wet 
matches  into  moth,  are 

travelers  at  their  fires,  safe 
as  pleasures,  tick  to  a  lock. 

with  flurid  mustered  blades 

each  elm  of  sheer  light,  kills 
neat  television,  eats 
camels,  refrigerator  pourage  of 
Chinese  opera,  breathing  long,  siguretts 
and  groaping  poise  into 
the,  public,  books. 

Harley  G.  K. 


OVERDUE  and  OVERTAKEN 

Here  cum  de  Judge  

The  dread  pounding  at  my  flimsy  door 
Reverberates  through  the  empty  rooms 
of  my  heart. 

Fresh  furrows  tine  my  forehead: 

Addenda  to  age,  whose  incontrovertible  image 

struggles  across  my  face  — 

Under  the  clown's  makeup. 

Beyond  the  windows  —  the  falling  leaves 
drop  listlessly  —  on  their  fatal  journey 
earthward,  faltering  and  swaying  through 
the  chill  air;  presaging,  most  surely,  my 
early  demise. 

For  I  know  I  shall  shake  and  shiver  with  the  ague 
As  the  winter  wmds  sigh  through  my  dwelling-place 
That  temporary  abode  to  whose  bourn  I  shall  ne'er  return- 

The  knocking  is  repeated. 

Ominous,  importunate,  and  my  movements  slacken 

As  I  feel  my  blood's  lassitude. 

Slowly  I  unbar  the  door. 

knowing  full  well  that  Mr.  Bones. 

Shut-off  man  for  PG  and  E,  is  on  the  other  side!! 

Anna  Krivonic 


HEY  MR.  PRESIDENT 

Hey  Mr.  President, 
What  do  you  have  in  your 
Lii'  bag  of  manure. 
Do  you  have  your 
Scalpel  to  drain 
Throats  of  the 
Lambs  who  only  seek 
Solace  from  storms  of 
U  iversal  slaughter  or 
Just  to  be  the  likes 
Of  God  Almighty? 

Do  you  love  to  rape 
My  children, 

Damned  to  air-borne  dreams 

Only  shattered  by 

Burned  and  broken 

Lives  caused  by 

Only  your  ever-twisted  egos? 

Hey  Mr.  President, 
Wake  up,  open  eyes 
To  see  worlds 
Devoid  of  life 
And  of  time  forever 
Faithful.  .  .  . 

Pauline  Rothstein 


The  Tenderloin  Writers'  Workshop  is  made^ 

(possible  in  part  by  a  grant  from  the  California 
Arts  Council. 


—  WITH  THE  STAR  — 

One  day 

I  saw  the  sun  set  in  New  York 

Oh,  so  far  away! 

The  moon  shining  San  Francisco 

So  near! 

Moonlaugh! 

Infectious  laughter  drew  me  in 

Moon  teased,  beckoned,  cajoled,  jeered,  sneered. 

Forward-inconstant  Moon! 

A  chameleon 

A  resolute  lover  lovers  love 
Promising  love  in  the  dark 
Promising  light  on  borrowed  light 
I  made  up  my  mind 
I  give  you  up! 
I  mourned 
I  wept 

Faithless  lover  did  not  care! 
Eternity  and  patiently 
1  waited  for  the  dawn 

At  sunrise 
I  met  the  Sun 
He 

Full-faced,  brilliant,  radiant 

Smiling  lovingly  at  me 

With  ascending  warmth. 

Two  drops  of  tears 

Followed  by  three 
four 
more 

Pearls  of  untainted  joy 
My  heart  brought  to  my  eyes 
With  cheeks  barely  dry 
I  smiled  in  return. 

Ling  P.  Sical 


MY  THOUGHTS  FOR  EASTER 

Let's  gather  everything 

beautiful 
Be  light. 
Reflect  light. 
Shine  forth, 

A  beam  that  will  generate 
for  others 

Focus  values  that  truth 

might  prevail 
Reality  comes  and  we  focus 

directly  at  problems  before  us 
And  pray  tomorrow  might 

bring  a  golden  harvest 
Render  ourselves  to  worthy 

causes  everywhere 

May  we  wish  for  blue  skies 

and  blue  jays  singing 
Gather  thoughts  of  power 

to  change  the  setting  now 
Oh  what  wishful  thoughts 

we  should  think 
Easter  Isn't  just  another  day 

Let's  go  forward 
And  hope  this  day 

unfolds  nicely 
Wishing  the  scenery 

looks  fresh  &  reborn 
As  we  come  forth 

with  thoughts  of  love 

Ezekiel  Ward 


WTAYLOfi  STREET  TELEPHONE 
<kN  FRANCISCO,  O  ©4102  41&«73-2332 
MMfM  r«Mrvilion«:  USA  (800)227-4074:  CalHorrM(a00>e32OS73 

TELEX  470  floe  mnK  Ul 


(415)  771-8755 


Vccchio  CiquoTS 

FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 

PfOpfiMOf 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94)02 


K  &  S  Trading  Co. 

Stop  In  and  See  Our  Large  Selection  of: 

Housewares 
Quality  Used  Furniture 

Appliances 
Now  Open  at  317  Hyde 
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Tenderloin   Park  Moves  One  Step  Closer 


Rendering  of  future  against  emptiness  of  now 


With  pomp  and  circumstance,  balloons  and 
marching  bands,  a  Mayor  and  a  colorful 
Crown  Prince,  the  long-awaited  Tenderloin 
Park  had  its  ground  broken  last  month. 
Seniors,  elementary  students,  street  people, 
city  officials  and  media  all  crowded  into  the 
empty  lot  that  will  be  the  Park  and  held  a 
dedication. 

As  gaping  tourists  looked  out  the  windows  of 
the  Airporter  buses  that  pulled  in  and  out  of 
the  terminal  next  door,  the  celebrants 
listened  to  speeches,  ate  refreshments, 
tapped  their  toes  to  the  strains  of  the 
Luther  Burbank  Middle  School  marching 
band,  and  peered  at  architectural  drawings 
of  what  the  park  will  soon  look  like. 

The  Park,  in  the  planning  stages  for  over  5 
years  and  eagerly  awaited  by  a  neighbor- 
hood that  has  little  greenery,  is  supposed  to 
be  completed  by  '•raid-1984"  according  to 
Bob  Royston  of  Royston,  Hanamoto,  Alley 
and  Abey.  the  landscape  architects  who  are 
designing  the  Park. 

Those  in  the  crowd  seemed  to  be  enjoying 
themselves  on  this  sun-soaked  day.  the  first 
in  a  week,  and  most  were  definitely  excited 
by  the  prospect  of  the  park. 

Fereuza  Gifford,  a  great-grandmother  and 
resident  of  the  Alexander,  said  she  thought 
the  idea  of  a  park  was  '  'just  great. "  "I  think 
it's  about  time  we  should  have  a  park  — we 
have  such  an  influx  of  children  and  they 
should  have  a  place  to  play." 

Gifford.  who  has  gone  back  to  school  and  is 
an  "upperclassman"  studying  geography  at 
San  Francisco  State  expects  to  use  the  park 
herself  and  believes  it  will  be  most  used  by 
seniors  and  children.  "The  elderly  and 
children  have  compatible  qualities.  The  old 
like  to  play  and  the  young  like  to  play  and 
this  is  an  ideal  place  for  them. 


"I  hope  for  some  game  tables— chess  and 
checkers."  she  added. 

Bob  Emerine  of  the  Hurley  Hotel  said  he 
thought  it  was  "a  fine  thing  that  we  have  a 
little  oasis  of  green  and  beauty  in  the  middle 
of  the  Tenderloin." 

"Park?  What  Park?"  said  a  disoriented 
Albert  Allen,  who  quickly  recovered  and  put 
forth  his  view  that  it  is  a  good  idea.  "It's 
needed.  There's  so  many  kids  in  the 
Tenderloin.  You  know  how  important  animal 
and  vegetable  life  is  to  kids.  This  gives  you  a 
place  to  relax  without  the  hassles  of  life." 

George  thought  the  idea  of  a  park  was  full  of 
"good  intentions"  but  worried  that  it  would 
give  rise  to  a  crime  problem.  "They  have  a 
very  good  idea  but  I'm  afraid  it'll  become 
another  Wino  Park.  They'll  have  to  guard  it 
24  hours  a  day." 

George's  concerns  are  shared  by  others, 
including  the  park's  planners,  who  have 
designed  it  to  be  brightly  lit  at  night  and  to 


have  an  open  look  that  will  be  less  conducive 
to  people  secreting  themselves  within.  The 
presence  of  a  children's  playground  should 
help  set  a  lively  and  youthful  tone  as  well, 
the  designers  hope. 

Mayor  Feinstein  congratulated  people  in 
the  neighborhood  who  had  worked  and 
campaigned  for  the  Park,  singling  out  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  for 
credit.  She  said  she  would  ask  the  Recrea- 
tion and  Park  Commission  to  name  the  park, 
"St.  Francis'  Special  Place"  and  to  put  bird 
and  animals  on  site. 

Outgoing  Coalition  President  Jerry  Schween 
said  "it  makes  me  feel  good  at  the  last  part 
of  my  Presidency  to  see  this  come  to  fruition . 
We've  worked  very  hard  to  get  this." 

"I  know  I'm  gonna  love  this  park,"  said 
incoming  President  Sarah  Kearney,  who  has 
been  pushing  for  the  Park  since  1979.  "I 
hope  we  can  all  sit  and  enjoy  it." 


ElderFriends  Program  to  Reach  Out  to  Seniors 


by  Betsy  Lamb 

Someone  has  fallen  and  become  disoriented. 
His  face  is  covered  with  blood  and  he 
doesn't  know  the  way  home.  A  woman's 
benefits  have  been  cut.  She  doesn't  under- 
stand the  legal  jargon  of  the  letters  she  has 
received,  and  doesn't  know  where  to  go  for 
help.  Another  woipan  is  too  frail  to  get  in 
and  out  of  the  bathtub  by  herself  and  is  not 
eligible  for  assistance.  A  man  has  broken  his 
leg  and  can't  get  out  of  his  hotel  room  for 
meals. 

Most  of  us  are  aware  of  situations  like  these 
—  and  many  more  —  which  affect  our 
elderly  Tenderloin  neighbors.  In  each  case, 
a  properly  trained  volunteer  could  make  the 
difference  that  counts. 

People  need  each  other.  Isolated  adults 
often  complain  of  loneliness.  A  person's  risk 
of  death  increases  significantly  in  the  yeEur 
following  the  death  of  a  spouse .  Many 
individual  and  social  problems  could  be 
solved,  eliminated,  or  alleviated  through 
supportive  linkups  between  people. 

TENDERLOIN  ELDERFRIENDS  is  a  new 
program  designed  to  provide  those  linkups. 
This  non-sectarian  program  is  sponsored  by 


Saint  Boniface  Church,  San  Francisco  Net- 
work Ministries,  and  the  Visiting  Nurse 
Association  of  San  Francisco,  with  the 
assistance  of  Catholic  Social  Services.  It  is 
planned  to  complement  the  work  of  existing 
Tenderloin  agencies.  Goals  include: 

•  training  and  providing  ongoing  support  to 
volunteers  interested  in  working  with  the 
Tenderloin  elderly; 

•  acquainting  and  providing  volunteers  with 
vEu-ious  opportunities  for  helping  within  the 
Tenderloin  —  opportunities  like  home  vis- 
iting, offering  referrals,  giving  assistance  in 
emergencies,  facilitating  residential  groups, 
etc. ;  and 

•  helping  all  participants  to  enjoy  a  fuller 
Ufe. 


Do  you  have  some  spare  time?  Are  you 
interested  in  working  with  your  elderly 
Tenderloin  neighbors?  Are  you  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  105?  Would  you  like  to  find  a 
constructive  outlet  for  your  talents?  You  are 
invited  to  become  a  Tenderloin  ElderFriend. 
To  join  us,  call  Betsy  Lamb,  of  S.F.  Network 
Ministries,  at  989-6097,  or  Terrie  Kelly,  of 
the  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  at  861-8705. 
They  can  provide  further  information  and 
sign  you  up  for  our  free  six-week  training 
program.  After  the  classes,  we  can  help  you 
find  volunteer  work  that  fits  yoiir  Interests 


and  abilities.  There  is  no  obligation. 

The  class  meets  on  six  Tuesday  afternoons: 
April  12,  19,  and  26,  and  May  3,  10,  and  17, 
from  l:00-3:30pmatSt.  Boniface  School,  133 
Golden  Gate.  Participants  should  plan  to 
attend  all  six  sessions.  Skills  in  communica- 
tion, formation  of  positive  goals,  coping  with 
losses,  safety  for  Tenderloin  seniors, 
meeting  spiritual  needs,  providing  informa- 
tion and  referrals,  and  other  topics  will  be 
included.  Terrie  Kelly  of  the  VNA  and  David 
Cross  of  the  S.F.  Council  of  Churches  will 
teach  the  classes  with  the  assistance  of  a 
number  of  other  local  resource  people. 

TENDERLOIN  ELDERFRIENDS  has  the 
potential,  we  feel,  of  making  many  people's 
lives  brighter.  We  hope  many  will  respond 
to  our  invitation.  If  you  are  a  senior  who 
would  like  an  ElderFriend  in  your  life,  watch 
for  details  next  month  on  the  best  way  to  let 
us  know. 

TENDERLOIN  ELDERFRIENDS 

FREE  CLASS:  "Working  with  the  Elderly" 

Date:  Tuesday  afternoons,  April  12-May  17 

Time:  1:00-3:30  pm 

Place:  Peter  and  Paul  Room 

St.  Boniface  School— 133  Golden  Gate 


April,  1983 


9 — Tenderloin  Times 


Police  Harassment  Charged 


Police  officers  and  patrol  cars  are  more  in 
evidence  on  the  streets  of  the  Tenderloin 
than  usual  because  of  the  assignment  of  30 
officers  in  training  to  Central  Station,  which 
covers  most  of  the  Tenderloin.  These  train- 
ing officers  are  fresh  out  of  the  poUce 
academy  and  are  going  through  a  3  to  4 
month  field  training  program  at  Central, 
Northern  (the  other  Tenderloin  station)  and 
Mission. 

On  Thursday,  March  24  around  6:00  pm, 
this  reporter  encountered  an  arrest  and 
incident  in  progress  at  the  comer  of  Turk 
and  Leavenworth.  A  man  was  being  held 
face  down  on  the  back  of  a  poUce  Qar  by  an 
officer  while  another  man  was  in  handcuffs 
and  still  standing  on  Turk.  Several  men  were 
milling  around  the  scene,  watching  and 
protesting  loudly  and  colorfully  the  alleged 
mistreatment  of  the  first  man. 

Several  witnesses  interviewed  by  the  Times 
said  that  the  man  had  been  kicked  and  had 
his  head  smashed  repeatedly  into  the  car  by 
the  arresting  officer,  Officer  Parra  #981. 

"They  threw  him  down  on  the  car  and 
smashed  his  head  into  the  car, ' '  said  Ricardo 
Roberto.  "They  kicked  him  between  his 
legs." 

Officer  Parra  refused  to  comment  on  the 
incident,  saying,  "I'm  not  going  to  say 
anything." 


"He  (the  officer)  told  him  to  put  his  hands 
up  against  the  wall  and  before  he  had  a 
chance,  he  smashed  him  against  the  wall," 
said  Robert  Madison. 

"They  had  him  by  his  neck  and  they 
smashed  his  head  down  on  the  car,"  agreed 
Steve  Jarvis,  another  witness. 

However,  an  incident  report  filled  out  by 
Parra, said  he  used  "minimal  force"  in  re- 
straining the  arrested  man.  Joseph  Wilson, 
who  was  stopped  for  obstructing  the  side- 
walk. 

Parra's  report  said  that  he  had  encountered 
Wilson  at  the  corner  earlier  and  had  warned 
him  to  "cease  obstruction  of  the  sidewalk." 
Twenty  minutes  later,  Parra  says  he  re- 
turned to  the  corner  and  saw  Wilson  still 
there.  Wilson  saw  him,  entered  the  bar  and 
was  ordered  out  by  Parra,  who  then  at- 
tempted to  conduct  a  pat  search. 

Parra's  report  says  that  Wilson  resisted  his 
efforts  to  search  him  and  that  he  "used  a 
reasonable  and  minimal  amount  of  force  to 
restrain  (him)  and  place  him  into  hand- 
cuffs." 

Witness  Steve  Jarvis  maintained  that  Wil- 
son had  done  nothing  to  provoke  the  arrest. 
He  says  he  sees  the  arrest  as  another 
example  of  the  police  "abusing  their  power, 
especially  towards  Blacks." 


Squatters 

continued  from  page  1 

going  out  the  front  door  to  talk  to  the  police 
whom  they  had  seen  from  upstairs,  when  he 
was  "jumped  by  5  cops." 

"They  jumped  on  him,  kicked  him  in  the 
balls,  knocked  his  glasses  off,  jumped  on  his 
glasses  and  smashed  them  to  bits,"  said 
Tom  Herbst,  also  a  Franciscan  brother. 
Spanholtz  says  that  he  was  punched  and 
poked  with  nightsticks  in  the  stomach  and 
groin. 

Officer  Lui,  who  participated  in  the  raid  told 
the  Times  he  "didn't  see  anyone  getting 
beaten."  Other  police  officials  declined  to 
comment. 

The  squatters  say  that  they  had  an  agree- 
ment with  the  owner  to  stay  in  the  building 
in  return  for  doing  maintenance  work  and 
that  they  had  built  a  community  in  the 
building. 

"We  were  cleaning  up  the  place  and  had  a 
real  solid  community,"  says  Herbst.  "The 
whole  point  of  this  community  was  to  take 
care  of  each  other  and  to  live  in  peace .  There 
were  no  incidents  or  problems  in  the  two 
months  we  were  there.  I  feel  really  lousy. 
They  destroyed  our  home  and  split  up  our 
community." 

Vera  Cort,  who  owns  the  building  with  her 
husband  Robert,  told  the  rimes  that  they 
had  been  aware  of  the  presence  of  the 
squatters  for  some  time  and  had  tolerated 
their  staying  in  the  building.  She  says  that 
they  did  not  initiate  the  police  raid,  but  were 
called  by  the  poUce  who  asked  for  and 
received  their  permission  to  clear  the  build- 
ing. 

However,  the  police  report  filed  on  the  inci- 
dent identifies  Robert  Cort  as  the  complain- 
tant  and  states  that  the  building  was 
searched  "per  request  of  the  owner  V/R 
( victim /reportee)  Cort." 

The  police  sweep  of  the  park  prompted  a 
small  demonstration  by  the  Homeless  Cau- 
cus, who  marched  to  the  Hall  of  Justice  and 
picketed  outside  to  register  their  complaint 
with  what  they  called  "harassment"  of  the 
homeless.  In  a  letter  to  Chief  Murphy,  the 
Caucus  protested  the  "assault  on  the  home- 
less citizens  of  San  Francisco." 

Attorneys  from  the  Americem  Civil  Liberties 
Union  are  looking  into  the  case  to  determine 

Kearney  Interview 

continued  from  page  4 

learned  you  can't  just  sit  down  and  molt. 
You've  got  to  keep  moving.  You've  got  to  do 
things.  You've  got  to  do  things.  I  thought 
when  I  reached  the  age  of  a  senior  I'd  just 
retire,  but  life  goes  on,  you  can't  just  sit. 
You've  got  to  grow  old  with  dignity.  One 
thing  I  always  like  to  remind  the  senior  is 
they've  got  to  get  out  and  vote  and  use  their 
powers.  When  you  reach  the  age  of  a  Senior 
you've  learned  a  lot  and  this  is  what  you 
bring  with  you,  whether  to  the  polls  or 
another  organization.  But  you've  got  to  get 
out  and  be  counted.  Express  yourself.  Some 
people  say  "Oh,  no  one's  going  to  listen , " 
but  someone'!!  listen  if  enough  of  you  show 
yourselves  and  make  it  plain  what  you  want. 

Q.    What  are  your  plans  for  the  future? 

A.  I'm  takiag  it  one  step  at  a  time.  I  just 
want  to  be  healthy  and  be  able  to  do  what  I 
want  to  do.  I'll  take  it  day  by  day. 

Q.    Would  you  like  to  add  anything  else? 

A.  Just  what  the  good  book  says,  '  'Love  ye 
one  another." 


whether  the  poUce  action  represented  an 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  those  detained. 

Inspector  Hennesey  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment's Public  Affairs  Office  said  the  sweep 
was  an  effort  to  locate  suspects  or  potential 
witnesses  to  the  rapes  or  murder  and  was 
not  an  action  targetting  the  homeless.  He 
acknowledged  that  over  50  homeless  people 
were  wakened,  detained  and  taken  to  Park 
station.  He  said  that  the  intent  of  the 
investigation  —  to  locate  witnesses  or  sus- 
pects—"outweighs  the  inconvenience"  of 
those  detained. 

"It  may  seem  unfair  to  them  but  it's  kind  of 
hard  to  claim  a  right  to  City  property.  (To 
detain  people,)  police  have  to  have  probable 
cause.  Probable  cause  is  being  in  the  park 
after  dark  in  violation  of  the  Code." 


Leon  Zecha  of  the  Homeless  Caucus  sees  the 
three  pohce  actions  as  being  part  of  a 
concerted  poUce  crackdown  on  the  homeless, 
a  crackdown  that  is  occuring  at  the  same 
time  that  the  City  seems  to  be  pulUng  back 
from  its  earlier  committment  to  provide  shel- 
ter for  all  in  need. 

"The  shelters  are  full  and  are  turning  people 
away  plus  there  are  a  lot  of  people  out  there 
who  are  not  using  the  shelters  because  they 
don't  want  to  get  lice  or  they  don't  want  to 
deal  with  the  shelter  run-around.  There's  no 
room  for  them  in  the  shelters  but  the  police 
won't  let  them  hve  in  peace  in  an  abandoned 
building  where  they're  not  bothering  anyone 
or  in  the  Park.  It's  just  more  shabby  treat- 
ment of  poor  people." 


RECALL  THE  RECORD 

Dianne  Feinstein  has  consistently  acted  against  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  Tenderloin— seniors,  renters,  residential  hotel  tenants. 

LOOK  AT  THE  FEINSTEIN  RECORD: 

.  VETOED  EFFECTIVE  RENT  CONTROL 

•  VETOED  BAN  ON  CONDO  CONVERSIONS 

•  CONVERTED  HER  OWN  RESIDENTIAL  HOTEL 

•  VETOED  DOMESTIC  PARTNERS  ORDINANCE 

•  RAISED  MUNI  FARES  NOT  ONCE,  BUT  TWICE 

•  GIVES  GREEN  LIGHT  TO  LUXURY  HOTEL 
AND  CONDO  DEVELOPERS 

Vote  YES  on  Recall  April  26. 

RECALL  THE  MAYOR 

paid  for  by  Citizens  for  a  New  Mayor,  5  Chilton,  AUnon  Brennan,  Treasurer 
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Different  Views  of  the  Recall 


On  April  26,  San  Francisco  voters  will  go  to  the  polls  to  vote  on  the  recall  of  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein.  The  Times  invited  both  sides  to  submit  columns  of  up  to  750  words  on  why  they 
think  Tenderloin  voters  should  or  should  not  vote  for  the  recall. 


ASK  THE 


Recall  the  Mayor 

submitted  by  the  Citizens  for  a  New  Mayor 

On  April  26,  the  voters  of  the  Tenderloin  and 
San  Francisco  must  make  a  choice,  a  choice 
that  will  go  a  long  way  in  determining  the 
future  of  our  neighborhoods  and  our  City. 
But  the  Mayor,  the  newpapers.  the  -televi- 
sion stations  and  beholden  politicians  wish 
to  restrict  your  right  to  vote  on  the  real 
issues  facing  our  City.  Mayor  Feinstein  and 
her  supporters  have  raised  over  $1  million  to 
scare  off  any  potential  opponents  and  to 
keep  her  in  office  until  1988.  Without  a 
strong  vote  of  no  confidence  in  April,  Fein- 
stein will  have  a  free  ride  to  election  in 
November. 

The  Mayor  and  her  downtown  cronies  have 
attempted  to  focus  attention  on  the  White 
Panthers  while  ignoring  the  real  issues  and 
avoiding  true  debate  at  any  cost.  But  when 
the  issues  themselves  are  examined,  the 
choice  becomes  clear. 

Before  you  vote  April  26,  ask  yourself:  What 
has  Dianne  Feinstein  done  for  the  Tender- 
loin? What  has  Dianne  Feinstein  done  for 
the  people  of  San  Francisco? 

HOUSING 

Feinstein  promised  to  "move  to  keep  hous- 
ing costs  down." 

Instead  she  has  helped  to  drive  up  the  cost  of 
housing  in  the  City,  making  it  impossible  to 
^d  affordable  housing.  She  has  opposed 
every  effort  to  strengthen  the  Rent  Stabili- 
zation Ordinance.  She  has: 

•  VETOED  vacancy  control,  allowing  land- 
lords to  raise  rents  to  £uiy  level  on  vacant 
apartments.  This  has  resulted  in  massive 
evictions. 

•  OBTAINED  A  SPECIAL  EXEMPTION  in 
the  residential  hotel  conversion  ordinance, 
allowing  her  residential  hotel  to  be  con- 
verted to  tourist  use.  She  has  also  failed  to 
take  action  to  ensure  that  the  ban  on  hotel 
conversions  was  enforced,  so  thousands  of 
rooms  have  been  lost  to  the  tourist  trade. 

•  FAILED  to  take  any  action  to  prevent 
illegal  lock-outs  of  tenants  by  their  land- 
lords, a  major  problem  in  the  Tenderloin. 

•  VETOED  the  ban  on  condominium  con- 
versions that  was  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

•  FAILED  to  take  action  to  force  landlords 
to  provide  heat  to  their  tenants  until  after 
the  problem  became  front  page  news  in  the 
papers. 

•  ALLOWED  luxury  hotels  and  condomi- 
niums to  be  built  in  the  Tenderloin,  causing 
rents  and  land  values  to  skyrocket  and 
displacing  low-income  tenants. 

SPECIAL  INTERESTS 

•  ALLOWED  dozens  of  new  highrises  to  be 
built,  with  little  requirement  that  they 
provide  any  housing  for  San  Franciscans. 

•  RAISED  MUNI  fares  140%  since  1980. 

•  BROKEN  her  promise  that  downtown 
would  pay  its  fair  share  of  MUNI. 

•  PACKED  the  Planning  Commission  with 
pro-downtown  appointees  who  approve 
every  downtown  project  that  comes  before 
them. 


Retain  the  Mayor 

submitted  by  the  San  Franciscans  for  Re- 
sponsible Elections 

The  backers  of  this  recall  would  like  to  see 
the  city,  quite  literally,  an  armed  camp. 

They  have  instigated  this  recall  on  a  single 
issue,  the  Mayor's  support  of  a  handgun 
ban.  And  this  single  issue  mania  will  cost 
the  city  more  than  $400,000  for  a  special 
election  falling  just  7  months  before  the 
regular  November  ballot. 

They  have  a  gripe,  and  as  a  recourse  they 
have  set  on  this  course  of  political  harass- 
ment, careless  of  the  cost  in  tax  dollars  and 
pohtical  ill  will. 

That  the  city  rejects  this  course  is  clear,  as 
groups  representing  the  many  diverse  ele- 
ments of  San  Francisco  take  firm  stands 
against  it. 

Neighborhood  Associations  in  the  Richmond 
and  Hayes  Valley,  clergymen  and  the 
Republican  Central  Committee,  groups  that 
never  before  took  political  stands  or  never 
before  considered  supporting  a  Democratic 
Mayor,  are  united  against  this  recall. 

In  the  face  of  this  single-note  political 
challenge,  these  groups  and  dozens  of 
others  have  moved  to  support  a  mayor  who 
has  worked  tirelessly  to  serve  fairly  all  the 
many  interests  in  San  Francisco. 

In  serving  this  complicated  city,  the  admini- 
stration of  Dianne  Feinstein  has  made 
political  compromises.  The  Mayor  has  done 
her  best  to  fairly  mediate  the  give  and  take 
which  is  necessary  to  make  a  city  like  San 
Francisco  work. 

The  backers  of  this  recall  attempt  fault  her 
for  this.  They  would  not  have  the  city  work 
together,  but  would  set  single  issue  interest 
groups  against  each  other. 

On  April  26  the  city  will  firmly  reject  this 
chaotic  approach  to  politics. 

The  Administration  is  hardworking  and 
certainly  it  is  honest.  It  has  always  endeav- 
ored to  serve  the  entire  city,  and  every  group 
and  interest  can  by  now  point  to  an  instance 
when  Dianne  Feinstein  has  come  through  for 
them. 

On  April  26  there  is  the  choice  between 
single-sided  politics  and  an  administration 
that  has  proven  it  cares  about  the  entire  city, 
the  voters  of  San  Francisco,  as  they  have 
already  indicated,  will  not  go  to  the  polls  and 
vote  against  themselves. 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 

•  VETOED  the  domestic  partnership  law 
passedby  the  supervisors,  a  slap  in  the  face  to 
gay  people,  who  provided  her  mfugin  of  vic- 
tory last  election. 

We  didn't  choose  to  have  this  election.  .  . 
But  we  didn't  have  very  much  choice  when 
Dianne  Feinstein  chose  to  become  the 
Mayor  of  the  special  interests.  Whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  the  election  is  a  fact.  If  we 
don't  want  4  more  years  of  Dianne  Fein- 
stein, we  must  vote  YES  on  the  recall. 
November  may  be  too  late. 

DiEume  Feinstein  does  not  deserve  a  vote  of 
confidence. 

Recall  the  Mayor.  Vote  Yes  on  April  26. 


PEOPLE 


by  Robert  Volbrecht 

How  will  you  vote  on  the  recall  of  Mayor 
Feinstein? 


Barb  Reusch 


I  was  asked  to  sign  one  of  those  recall 
petitions  and  I  didn't.  I  didn't  think  that  was 
a  vaUd  reason  for  recall;  and  I  had  a 
question  whether,  had  there  been  a  man  in 
that  position  of  power  broker  for  the 
downtown  interests,  would  they  have  been 
so  harsh?  I  think  she'll  still  be  mayor.  I  think 
that  the  people  supporting  her  are  making 
some  inroads  in  her  popularity.  I  will  vote  for 
her  recall,  but  not  for  gun  control  reasons.  I 
think  it's  rather  suspicious  she's  so  inter- 
ested in  the  homeless  or  any  humanitarian 
concern;  things  which  in  four  years  weren't 
even  mentioned.  Mainly  I  don't  see  why 
she's  so  proud  of  the  surplus  of  city  monies 
when  there's  so  many  places  it  could  be 
used. 


Clary  Rice 


I  voted  for  her  last  tune.  I'll  support  her.  She 
helped  the  people,  like  in  closing  the  Sixth 
Street  park  where  people  could  hardly  walk 
before  because  of  the  crimes. 


Ronald  Littlejohn 


Not  for  her,  against  her.  She  don't  care 
about  us.  I'm  unemployed  and  can't  find 
work  and  she's  up  there  being  grand.  She's 
not  really  doing  anything.  I  liked  it  when 
Moscone  was  Mayor.  There  were  jobs,  the 
city  was  booming.  Now  look.  We  don't  have 
all  the  beds  we  need  for  the  homeless  and 
we  have  all  these  condos  and  highrise 
developments  we  don't  need. 


Manuel  Ramirez 


I  really  haven't  followed  it  too  much.  I 
figured  in  the  beginning  the  woman  wanted 
the  job  so  badly  that  it  was  given  to  her. 
She's  doing  an  adequate  job.  I'd  rather  she 
had  it  than  someone  like  Quentin  Kopp.  I 
may  or  may  not  vote. 


  Edris  Cooper 

I'd  vote  against  her,  if  I  voted,  which  I  don't 
because  I've  generally  lost  faith  in  it.  She 
had  the  El  Salvadorean  President  over  here. 
She  had  the  Queen  over  here.  She  should 
have  taken  a  stand.  She's  ruining  a  good 
city. 
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Burned  Building  Owner  Delayed  Repairs 


continued  from  page  1 

firefighters.  Residents  credit  the  Fire  De- 
partment's quick  response  with  having 
prevented  any  deaths.  Several  people  were 
carried  out  of  the  building  by  firemen  who 
sent  ladders  up  to  the  upper  floors  to  rescue 
trapped  residents. 

The  most  serious  injury  from  the  fire 
appears  to  have  been  to  one  Vietnamese 
man  who  was  hospitalized  at  St.  Francis 
Burn  Center  for  several  days. 

The  psychological  effect  from  loss  of  home 
and  property  is  more  severe.  One  woman 
who  had  lived  in  the  building  for  30  years 
and  was  carried  out  by  firemen,  was  said  by 
former  residents  to  be  in  shock  one  month 
after  the  fire. 

Inspector  Stone  of  the  Arson  Task  Force  told 
the  Times  that  the  fire  was  incendiary 
(deliberately  set)  but  that  tests  indicated 
that  no  flammable  liquids  had  been  used. 
The  fire,  he  said,  "started  in  the  basement 
and  went  up  through  the  stairways  and  the 
floor."  He  declined  to  comment  on  what  the 
indications  of  arson  were. 

Stone  said  that,  according  to  the  manager 
and  owner,  there  was  no  one  in  the  building 
with  a  history  of  setting  fires.  But  tenants  of 
the  building  told  the  Times  that  a  child  who 
lived  in  the  building  was  suspected  of  having 
set  several  fires  in  the  past.  Fire  Department 
records  from  1977  and  1979  include  entries 
on  two  "incendiary"  fires  at  434  Leaven- 
worth with  the  notations:  "probable  child 
playing  with  matches"  and  "child  ignited 
combustibles  in  garbage  chute  area." 

The  child  suspected  by  some  tenants  of 
being  a  "firebug"  still  hved  in  the  building 
at  the  time  of  the  fire  but,  according  to 
Inspector  Stone,  had  not  been  interviewed 
and  apparently  was  not  a  suspect. 

Building  Inspector  John  Green  visited  the 
building  two  days  before  the  fire  to  inspect 
the  work  that  had  finally  been  begun  by  the 
owners.  He  told  the  Times  that  work  had 
nearly  been  completed  on  building  the 
enclosure  for  the  garbage  area  that  had  been 
ordered.  He  said  that  the  sprikler  system 
had  not  been  expanded  and  was  "under- 
sized." The  owners  had  been  ordered  to  do 
sprinler  work  in  March  of  1982. 

inspector  Bertoncin  thought  that  an  ade- 
quate working  sprinkler  system  might  have 
made  a  difference  in  the  fire.  "If  it  was 
adequately  sprinkled,  it  probably  would 
have  put  the  fire  out.  A  sprinkler  system  is  a 
good  deterent." 

City  inspectors  maintained  that  while  Mulvi- 
hill  had  not  been  responding  in  a  timely  way 
to  the  notices  they  had  been  sending  out, 
they  had  been  following  the  proper  proce- 
dure and  following  up  the  case. 

"We  just  keep  sending  the  notices  out, 
there's  nothing  else  you  can  do,"  Bertoncin 
said.  "(Owner)  can  work  the  system.  If  you 
could  get  everybody  to  do  what  they're 
supposed  to  do,  you'd  have  a  great  world." 

The  next  step  in  securing  compliance,  nearly 
one  year  after  the  original  inspection,  would 
have  been  forwarding  the  case  to  the  City 
Attorney's  Office  for  legal  action.  The  City 
Attorney  could  go  into  Court  and  secure  a 
court  order  directing  the  owner  to  comply. 
But  that,  says  City  officials,  could  have 


taken  another  6  months  to  one  year. 

Ominously,  Bertoncin  says  that  the  circum- 
stances around  434  Leavenworth  are  not 
unusual  for  the  Tenderloin.  '  'There's  a  lot  of 
violations  down  there.  You  go  through  a  lot 
of  those  reports  and  we '  re  calling  for 
sprinklers." 


A  Chronology  of 
Non-Compliance 


The  following  is  a  chronology  of  the  City's 
efforts  to  secure  code  compliance  in  the 
building: 

•  March  16,  1982— Inspection  by  Bertoncin 
found  numerous  violations  and  ordered  cor- 
rections. (Some  violations  identified  as  "life 
hazards.") 

•  March  26.  1982— Copy  of  inspection  re- 
port sent  to  owners  with  request  to  "please 
contact  the  inspector.  .  .by  April  26." 

•  April  30,  1982— Letter  sent  to  owners  by 
Superintendent  of  Building  Inspection  Rob- 
ert Levy.  "To  date  we  have  not  had  any 
response  from  you  to  correct  the  code  viola- 
tions." Owners  again  requested  to  contact 
Inspector. 

•  June  11,  1982— Certified  letter  sent  by 
Levy.  "We  have  not  had  any  response  from 
you  concerning  the  code  violations  that  we 
cited."  Owners  again  requested  to  contact 
Inspector,  this  time  within  10  days. 

•  June  21,  1982  — Inter-office  form  filled  out 
by  Bertoncin,  approved  by  Green,  calls  for 
administrative  hearing  to  be  held.  "Owner 
has  not  cooperated,"  the  memo  says. 

•  June  23,  1982  — Notice  of  Violation  mailed 
out,  ordering  the  owners  to  contact  the 
Inspector  and  apply  for  needed  permits  with 
30  days  and  informing  owners  of  possible 
loss  of  tax  deductions  due  to  "(un)cor- 
rected.  .  .housing  code  deficiencies." 

•  June  28,  1982  — Notice  to  Show  Cause 
sent,  ordering  owners  to  appear  at  hearing 
on  July  8  for  "failure  to  comply  with  RAP 
Inspection  notice." 

•  July  8,  1982— Administrative  hearing 
held,  finds  that  owners  "have  failed  to 
comply  fully   with   the   orders   issued. ' ' 


Owners  told  to  apply  for  permit  within  10 
days,  complete  work  with  180  days  and  to 
have  "substantial"  work  in  progress  with  30 
days. 

•  July  15,  1982— Owner  files  permit  appli- 
cations with  Permit  Bureau. 

•  July  22,  1982- Hand-written  log  from 
Inspector  Bertoncin  says  that  owner  came  in 
to  pick  up  permit,  but  wanted  to  get  RAP 
Loan.  "I  told  him  not  to  start  any  work  until 
(loan)  spec's  written  and  loan  funded." 
(Owner  therefore  does  not  pick  up  permit.) 

•  September  16,  1982— Certified  letter  from 
Levy  to  owners:  "You  will  be  notified  of 
abatement  hearing." 

•  September  28,  1982— Owner  picks  up 
permit. 

•  November  22,  1982  — Notices  from  Levy 
sent  to  owners:  "The  Superintendent.  .  .has 
caused  the  structure.  .  .to  be  examined.  .  . 
and  finds  it  to  be  unsafe.  .  .Conditions  exist 
in  the  premises  in  violation  of  the.  .  .Code 
which  are  hazardous  to  the  health  and  safety 
of  the  residents  and  neighbors.  .  .and  which 
render  the  property  to  be  unsafe,  substan- 
dard and  a  public  nuisance."  Notice  also 
revokes  permit  of  occupancy  and  orders 
owners  to  appear  at  another  hearing  on 
December  8. 

•  December  8,  1982  — Director's  hearing 
held  in  front  of  Public  Works  Director 
Jeffrey  Lee,  finds  "Imminent  and  Substan- 
tial Life  Hazards"  and  determines  that  "the 
condition  of  said  structure  constitutes  a 
public  nuisance."  Orders  "life  hazards"  to 
be  corrected  within  90  days  (by  March  8)  and 
all  other  substandard  conditions  within  180 
days. 

•  January  7,  1983  — Notice  of  Abatement 
posted  on  building. 

•  February  14,  1983  — Anonymous  tele- 
phone complaint  made  to  BBI  regarding 
"broken  trash  chute." 

•  February  23,  1983,  3:00  am— Five  alarm 
fire  rages  through  building,  displacing 
nearly  300  tenants  and  injuring  12  people. 
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Lock-Out  War  Rages  On    Demonstration  Planned 


by  Doug  Norman 

Illegal  lock-outs  continue  to  be  a  major 
problem  for  tenants  of  residential  hotels  and 
apartments.  (See  March  Tenderloin  Times.) 
Organizers  with  the  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition's  Residential  Hotel  Task 
Force  say  they've  been  getting  2  or  3 
complaints  a  week  in  recent  weeks,  a  three 
or  four  fold  increase  in  the  rate  of  lock-out 
complaints. 

Task  Force  members  say  they've  brought 
the  issue  to  various  City  officials,  including 
the  Mayor,  the  District  Attorney's  office  and 
the  pohce  department  but  have  gotten  no 
results.  Tired  of  the  city's  inaction  they  will 
hold  a  demonstration  protesting  the  City's 
failure  to  enforce  the  lock-out  laws  on 
Tuesday,  April  19  at  noon.  The  march  will 
begin  in  the  Tenderloin  (call  the  Coalition  at 
474-2164  to  find  out  exact  location)  and 
proceed  to  the  Northern  Police  Station  on 
Ellis  Street. 


The  District  Attorney's  office,  which  is  the 
agency  that  sets  enforcement  policy,  says 
that  their  policy  "is  one  of  enforcement"  but 
they  haven't  been  able  to  find  a  good  case  to 
prosecute.  According  to  Randy  Shaw  of  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  the  DA  has 
never  prosecuted  a  landlord  for  an  illegal 
lock-out. 

The  problem  of  lockouts  was  brought  to 
Mayor  Feinstein's  attention  at  a  community 
meeting  at  the  Marlton  Manor  on  Jones 
Street  late  last  month.  Lucky  Livers,  a 
member  of  the  Residential  Hotel  Task  Force, 
told  her  that  he  had  recently  witnessed  two 
lock-outs  that  occured  at  the  Broadmoor 
Hotel  on  Sutter  Street.  "With  such  an 
increasing  number  of  lock-outs  and  evic- 
tions, it's  no  wonder  at  all  why  our  homeless 
rate  is  so  high.  Where  is  the  justice  in  all  this 
to  the  residents  of  the  Tenderloin?"  Livers 
asked. 


The  Mayor  repUed  that  landlords  had 
problems  as  well,  but  promised  that  the 
Chief  of  Police  would  issue  a  statement  on 
lock-outs  the  next  day. 

When  Task  Force  representatives  called  to 
find  out  what  the  statement  was,  they  were 
variously  told  that  the  statement  might  not 
be  made  for  several  days,  that  there  was  to 
be  no  public  statement  and  that  the  only 
statement  to  be  made  was  the  re-pubUshing 
Emd  distributions  to  district  stations  of  a  2V2 
year  old  training  bulletin. 

The  Task  Force  has  been  meeting  with  other 
community  groups  around  this  issue  to 
organize  a  campaign.  They  feel  that  the  only 
way  to  stop  lock-outs  and  the  fear  that  they 
cause  is  for  the  City  to  embark  on  a  vigorous 
enforcement  and  prosecution  poUcy.  And 
they  are  determined  to  push  the  City  into 
adopting  such  a  policy. 


Crime  and  Punishment:  A  Closer  Look 


by  Midge  Wilson 

Crime  is  a  fact  of  life  that  concerns  many  of 
us  in  the  Tenderloin.  Some  people  in  our 
neighborhood  are  afraid  to  walk  alone  at 
night.  Many  of  us  have  been  victims  at  one 
time  or  another. 

It  is  an  issue  which  is  almost  daily  debated 
by  politicians  or  the  media.  Unfortunately, 
much  political  debate  reduces  this  complex 
problem  to  such  simpUstic  equations  as— 
"toughness"  versus  "coddling." 

Social  psychologists  and  researchers  have 
widely  differing  views  on  what  will  reduce 
crime  in  neighborhoods  like  the  Tenderloin. 
In  addition,  many  of  us  have  our  own  ideas: 
"We  need  more  beat  cops."  "If  there  were 
more  jobs,  people  wouldn't  need  to  conunit 
crimes  to  survive."  "We  should  lock  up 
more  people."  Or  "We  should  put  more 
people  in  diversion  programs  so  they  can 
pay  back  the  victims  instead  of  wasting 
money  sitting  in  jail.  .  ." 

In  the  next  few  issues  of  the  Times,  we  will 
look  at  some  of  these  issues  in  detail.  We 
will  explore  what  our  options  are  as  con- 
cerned members  of  this  neighborhood;  and 
we  will  look  at  what  has  helped  to  reduce 
crime  in  other  inner-city  communities. 


Here  are  some  of  the  areas  we'll  examine: 

1)  Some  other  cities  have  funded  programs 
which  increase  poUce  foot  patrols  as  a  way  of 
cutting  crime.  In  a  recent  poll  done  by  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition,  many 
people  responded  that  they  believed  our 
streets  would  be  safer  if  we  had  more  "beat 
cops."  But  would  we  really  be  safer?  Or 
would  we  just  think  we  were  safer?  We  will 
take  a  look  at  other  high-crime  metropolitan 
areas  and  see  how  beefing  up  their  foot 
patrols  has  affected  neighborhood  crime. 
We  will  also  look  at  what  that  might  mean 
for  the  Tenderloin. 

2)  The  media  is  constantly  reminding  us 
that  our  jails  and  state  prisons  are  drama- 
tically overcrowded.  We  also  know  that 
jailing  people  is  the  most  expensive  ap- 
proach to  crime.  Some  experts  claim  that 
this  is  the  only  direction  to  go.  Others  say  it 
is  a  waste  of  taxpayers'  money.  If  it  works,  it 
might  well  be  worth  the  money,  but  does  it 
work?  Are  there  any  other  states  that  are 
successfully  reducing  their  crime  problems; 
and  how  is  that  affected  by  the  number  of 
people  they  lock  up? 

3)  Our  present  high  unemployment,  cuts  in 
social  services,  absence  of  job  training 
programs,  and  poor  health  care  opportuni- 
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ties  all  create  frustration  and  anger.  The 
Tenderloin  displays  many  graphic  examples 
of  this.  Is  there  any  connection  between  the 
crime  rate  and  the  unemployment  rate?  If 
so.  what  are  other  cities  (or  countries)  doing 
about  it?  What  does  this  say  about  our 
government  funding  priorities?  Is  there 
anything  we  can  do  about  it? 

4)  Some  experts  claim  that  diversion  pro- 
grams should  be  used  for  many  of  the  people 
who  are  currently  being  sent  away  to  prisons 
and  jails.  What  are  these  programs?  Are 
they  just  another  way  of  being  soft  on 
criminals,  or  do  they  really  work?  Do  we 
have  any  of  these  programs  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, or  in  the  Tenderloin? 

5)  The  type  of  crime  we  hear  about  the  most 
is  street  crime.  What  other  types  of  crime 
affect  members  of  our  neighborhood?  We 
will  t£ike  a  look  at  how  members  of  our 
community  are  affected  by  illegal  actions 
taken  by  more  powerful  members  of  our 
society,  by  those  who  commit  "crime  in  the 
suites." 

Although  experts  provide  us  with  a  great 
variety  of  techniques  for  reducing  or  pre- 
venting crime,  we  all  agree  on  one  thing.  We 
must  use  our  limited  resources  in  the  most 
effective  ways  possible.  We  will  explore 
these  ways  in  upcoming  issues. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 
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•  snack  canteen 
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In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 
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